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*see Resources 

God Is with Us 
Baptism and Wilderness Temptation 

Early Childhood Activities 

Bible Passage: Matthew 3:13–17; 4:1–17; Mark 1:9–15; 

Luke 3:21–23; 4:1–14; John 1:29–36 

PARENT DEVO: 

Before Jesus began his ministry here on earth, God’s Spirit led him into the wilderness. 

This feels a little counterintuitive to me - temptation and isolation in preparation for the 

work ahead. If I was about to embark on the greatest act of obedience in the history of 

all mankind, I think I would want a spa day or a vacay to prepare. But God in his infinite 

wisdom led Jesus out into the wilderness, where he fasted and prayed and then faced 

temptation from none other than Satan himself.  

It’s not an exact parallel, but this time of isolation might feel a little like Jesus’ time in the 

wilderness. We aren’t fasting from food, but we are in a forced fast from all of our 

normal comforts and provisions - freedom to come and go, hugs from friends or 

extended family, normal rhythms of work and school. And no doubt the enemy would 

tempt us to look to our own selves for provision, protection and power. But what if this 

time is actually preparing us for our future work and calling? What if we allow God to 

use this disruption to equip us not just individually but collectively to prepare the world 

for his coming?  

Know that in this season, we are praying for you and your family. May the all powerful 

God who is Provider and Protector lead and guide you even in the wilderness. 

Noel Guevara, Early Childhood Pastor 

 

EXPLORE (Before the video/Big God Story) 

Kids learn through play! During Explore, your kids engage in fun, creative activities designed to 

pique their curiosity about the day’s portion of The Big God Story 

 

Wild, Wild Wilderness 

After Jesus was baptized, the Spirit of God led Him into the wilderness for 40 days. Have your child 

explore various items to create their own imaginative wilderness.  

SUPPLIES (per small group) 

● Optional: large tray, pan or bin to contain the “wilderness” items 

● “Grass” - real grass or sub shredded/ripped paper 



● Branches, leaves, and twigs (small) 

● Toy people and animals 

● Rocks (small) 

● Fabric (1 small piece, blue) 

SET UP 

Spread the shredded paper and place the remainder of the objects on top.  

 

Encourage your child to examine and play with the items on the table. Ask open-ended 

questions to foster conversation as your child is involved in imaginative play. Who can 

tell me what a wilderness is? Let’s build one together. Tell me about what you’re 

building. Play alongside children as you create your own wilderness. Talk about the 

pieces you’re building as a way to engage kids in further conversation. Who lives in the 

wilderness? What does it look like? What kinds of things can you find in your 

wilderness? Would you want to live in a wilderness? Why, or why not? 

  

WORSHIP AS RESPONSE (After the video/Big God Story) 

After the Big God Story, children reflect on what the Holy Spirit is teaching them and respond through 

creative activities and games 

 

Holding Hands 

SUPPLIES 

● Paper 

● Crayons or markers 

 

God loves us so much. He is always with us. We can trust Him to be with us and 

give us everything we need to trust and follow Him. When are some of the times 

that God is with you? Pause for your child to respond; interact with their responses. 

How do you feel knowing that God is always with you no matter what? Interact 

with children’s responses.  

Right now, we can respond to God and His promise to never leave us. Let’s trace 

your hand - it can remind us that God is holding our hands and is with us all the 

time. Help your child trace their hand. Older preschoolers and Kindergarteners can 

write or draw about a time they feel like God is with them the most. On the other side, 

they can write their names.  

 

Where the Wild Things Are 

SUPPLIES  

● Index cards or small pieces of paper 

● Marker 

● Music  



SET UP 

Clearly print the name of an animal on the front of each index card/piece of paper 

 

Today in The Big God Story, Jesus was baptized and then the Holy Spirit led Him 

into the wilderness. Jesus fasted and prayed for 40 days. The Bible tells us there 

were wild animals in the wilderness with Jesus. What kind of animals do you 

think were in the wilderness with Him? Children will give suggestions. Those are 

some great ideas! As kids mention various types of animals, hold up the cards with the 

names (or pictures) of the animals they mention for them to see. Create a new card for 

any new animals. What sound does each animal make? How does each animal 

move? Then mix up the cards and place them in a stack in the center of the circle.  

Now we’re going to pretend to be the wild animals of the wilderness. Let’s all 

stand in a circle. I’ll draw a card and read the name of the animal. When the music 

starts, we’ll all move in a circle just like we think the animal on our card would 

move. Whenever the music is playing, you can move around the circle making 

wild animal noises, walking a wild animal walk, and dancing a wild animal dance. 

Let’s have some fun! 

Wonder Questions 

For babies/toddlers (lead them in asking and answering the question… repeat a 

few times and they may begin answering the question by themselves! When 

finished, clap and cheer for your child! 

I wonder … Who is with us? (palms out, shrug shoulders) God is with us! (point 
upwards “to God”) 

I wonder … Where is God? (palms out, shrug shoulders) God is with me! (point 
upwards “to God”) 
 
For preschoolers  

I wonder … What did the people think when they heard God’s voice from heaven? 

I wonder … How did Jesus feel when He was in the wilderness? 

I wonder … What was Jesus thinking about while He was in the wilderness?  

I wonder … Since God is always with me, why can’t I see Him? 

 

BLESS 

This week, enthusiastically assure your of God’s great love and promises for them from Matthew 28:20.  

Jesus tells us in the Bible that He will be with us forever and ever! That means 

He’s with us during times that are scary and confusing and He’s with us during 

times that are happy and peaceful.  

As you bless your child, hold their hand: May God go ahead of you, stay behind you, 

and walk beside you this  week.  


